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Several small Christian col-
leges are breaking the ice on 
the discussion of student ho-
mosexuality.
Within the last two months, 
Christian schools such as Se-
attle Pacific and Belmont 
University have assembled 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender) student groups on 
campus.  These groups aim to 
“openly discuss human sexu-
ality issues while incorporat-
ing the Christian life,” said an 
article in The Clause, Azusa 
Pacific’s student newspaper.
Many colleges are still 
searching for a beneficial way 
to talk about homosexuality. 
More than half of the 92 
staff members at Westmont 
College, a private Christian 
college with Dordt-sized en-
rollment, recently signed a 
letter of sympathy to homo-
sexual students and alumni. 
They wished to apologize for 
past actions that may have 
caused fear and pain in the 
lives of homosexual students. 
Most Christian colleges 
still ban homosexual prac-
tice on campus; the current 
discussions are attempts to 
protect homosexual students 
from hostility and remove ta-
boo on the conversation. 
The idea of such a discus-
sion group at Dordt College 
has received mixed opinions.
While the Dordt student 
handbook prohibits “engaging 
in, promoting, or advocating 
homosexual relations,” direc-
tor of resident life Robert Tay-
lor says that Dordt still is “a 
very safe place” for students 
“wrestling with homosexual-
ity while striving after purity.”
“If someone is working 
through this issue, we want to 
work with them,” Taylor said. 
“There’s no double standard. 
We’re not going to condone 
such behavior, but the rules 
about sexual purity are the 
same for heterosexual students 
as well.” 
Many Dordt students ex-
pressed similar views on the 
need to discuss this issue.
“Christians always talk 
about love and all, so this 
would be a great chance to 
show that you love your 
neighbor—by allowing them 
to get together freely and not 
feel condemned,” said senior 
Aleks Bosnjak.
“Personally I’d be for it, 
given the focus of the group,” 
said senior Kenny Gradert. 
“There’s nothing wrong with 
discussion.”
Many students feel that any 
on-campus groups for homo-
sexual students should be a 
place of accountability. 
“We as Christians recognize 
the practice of homosexual 
acts to be a direct sin against 
God and his law,” said junior 
Hank Houtman. However, 
Houtman, along with other 
students, believes that “If it 
was an accountability group of 
Christian men, struggling with 
the temptation of homosexual 
thoughts and desires [and] 
wishing to organize in order 
to combat sin, then I feel, as 
Christians, we are obligated to 
allow such groups.”
Students struggling with 
purity in these areas are en-
couraged to join one of the 
many Biblical accountability 
groups on campus, said Robert 
Taylor. Dordt has also hosted 
speakers such as author Mike 
Haley and the organization 
Soulforce to explore different 
viewpoints on this issue.
“We don’t shy away from 
different points of view. We 
want to work through disso-
nance,” Taylor said. 
Students Weigh in on Proposed budget cuts to Planned Parenthood
Ally Karsyn
Staff Writer
While students at other 
colleges across the country 
rallied in protest against the 
House of Representatives’ 
vote to defund Planned 
Parenthood last month, the 
Dordt campus remained qui-
et.
On February 18, the Re-
publican-led House voted to 
block all federal funding to 
Planned Parenthood under 
H.R. 1, also known as the 
Pence Amendment. 
The Senate rejected the 
bill on March 9, which 
brought it back to the House 
for further debate.
Even though no one is 
holding any bright pink 
signs reading, “I stand with 
Planned Parenthood,” and 
no one is picketing the side-
walk showing pro-life sup-
port, Dordt students still 
have an opinion on what’s 
happening in Congress.
Derrick Angier, a senior 
history and psychology ma-
jor, said, “Planned Parent-
hood is inefficient and is far 
too much about providing 
the wrong things like abor-
tion and condoms rather than 
dealing with the real prob-
lems like extramarital sex 
and bad living situations.”
Some students share Ang-
ier’s view while others focus 
on what the vote means for 
women’s rights and health.
“Since the Republicans 
are concerned with decreas-
ing the federal deficit, this 
is one way to achieve that 
goal,” said Ward Matthias, 
a sophomore political stud-
ies major. “But they seem 
to show little support for 
women’s rights or women’s 
health because the desire is 
to cut, cut, cut.”
Matthias predicted the 
vote would have an overall 
negative impact on the rights 
and health of women.
According to numerous 
news reports, the Pence 
Amendment would remove 
about $330 million through 
the end of September for 
preventative-health services 
at Planned Parenthood clin-
ics. This includes federal 
funding for contraception 
and cancer screenings.
If the bill to defund 
Planned Parenthood passes 
through Congress, over 800 
locations across the country 
would be affected. This in-
cludes two area locations—
one in Sioux Falls and the 
other in Sioux City.
As the discussion in the 
House continued on the Af-
fordable Care Act at the 
beginning of March, Iowa 
Republican Rep. Steve King 
said, “The stance needs to be 
that we will not vote to fund 
Obamacare.”
He then added, “Neither 
shall we vote to fund Planned 
Parenthood, and I shall be 
looking for ways to unfund 
every other entity like them 
that promotes abortion or 
provides abortion as a mat-
ter of practice within their 
facility. Planned Parenthood 
is invested in promiscuity.”
Cecile Richards, presi-
dent of the Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America, 
spoke out against the GOP’s 
efforts in the House during 
an interview on Democracy 
Now! saying they’ve de-
clared a “war on women.”
Sharp dividing lines have 
emerged between those who 
stand with Planned Parent-
hood and those standing in 
opposition.
Stefan Knibbe, a senior 
philosophy and political 
studies major, said he was 
glad to see the House of Rep-
resentatives had the courage 
to be progressive.
“Women’s rights are not 
compromised in the slightest 
by cutting funding for abor-
tion,” Knibbe said. “Thanks 
to birth control medication, 
no woman should ever have 
an unplanned pregnancy un-
less she is being extremely 
irresponsible.”
Under federal law, 
Planned Parenthood is pro-
hibited from using any fed-
eral money for abortion. No 
organization in the United 
States receives federal aid 
for abortion.
But Kailee Adams, a 
sophomore political stud-
ies major, said that taxpayer 
dollars are still funding abor-
tion in a roundabout way.
“Planned Parenthood may 
not use our tax money to 
abort babies, but our taxes 
buy and maintain the office, 
hire the personnel, and pay 
for the counseling that leads 
to the abortion,” Adams said.
Abortion is one of many 
services offered by Planned 
Parenthood. Other services 
include: STD testing and 
treatment, breast exams, 
cervical cancer screenings, 
contraception, men’s and 
women’s health services, 
and general health care.
About one-third of 
Planned Parenthood’s bud-
get comes from federal 
funding.
Janelle Thomas, a junior 
social work major, said, 
“This funding is important, 
especially for women who 
don’t have strong support 
networks or who lack edu-
cation and resources…The 
government is talking about 
taking away a resource that 
is geared towards women, 
reducing their chances for 
success.”
To get involved, students 
can go to senate.gov or 
house.gov to contact their 
senators and representatives.
AP Photo/The Indianapolis Star, Charlie Nye
Homosexuality is being openly addressed at Christian colleges across the nation. Where does 
Dordt stand?
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“I was pretty overwhelmed,” 
said sophomore Joe Venhuizen. 
“It was probably one of the 
biggest things the BJ Haan has 
had in there.”
That was just one reaction 
to Matthew West in the BJ 
Haan auditorium on March 26.
Before Matthew West 
took the stage, however, Josh 
Wilson, another contemporary 
Christian musical artist, 
opened for him. “He was really 
good. I was impressed because 
he was a one man band,” said 
Venhuizen. 
“He recorded a bunch of 
different beats. It sounded like 
he had an entire band behind 
him. I thought it was cooler 
than Matthew West.”
After Wilson was finished, 
North, South, East and Matthew West
West came and took center 
stage and the crowd got into it 
right away when he made up a 
song on the spot about Sioux 
Center.  He commented on the 
smell and said how it was the 
smell of money, but it wasn’t 
all negative.   
“It’s not Sioux Falls and 
not Sioux City,” he sang.  “It’s 
right in the middle and much 
more pretty.”  He smiled 
graciously. “The good news is 
someone is recording this and 
because of me Sioux Center 
will go global so you can thank 
me later.”
West opened up with his 
three most popular songs: The 
Motions, You are Everything 
and More.
People came from all over 
the county, some even from 
other states. It was clear 
that the crowd enjoyed the 
performance.
“Matthew west did a really 
good job entertaining and 
integrating a good story with 
his songs. Josh Wilson was 
really good on the guitar, too. 
I did get to meet Matthew 
West. He signed my CD,” said 
sophomore Mark Opp.
“It was cool to meet him. He 
is a really personable guy. My 
favorite part was hearing his 
latest songs and the inspiration 
behind them,” said sophomore 
Melissa Braunschweig. 
At the end of the concert, 
fans were encouraged to come 
up and meet Matthew West, 
his band and Josh Wilson. 
“I thought it was cool 
because Matthew West was 
right at the front talking to 
people who wanted to come 
up. It was cool they weren’t 
too big for their fans,” said 
Venhuizen. Dordt students and faculty 
had a unique opportunity to 
hear Dr. Daniel Shayesteh’s 
story of how he and he family 
came to accept Christ.
By Shayesteh’s account, 
he had been a Muslim who 
trained others to kill and 
martyr themselves before he 
converted to Christianity.
“One day I was preparing 
younger boys and girls to 
destroy the church; now they 
care for me,” Shayesteh said.
Dordt senior Abby 
Berkompas went to the lecture 
concerned she wouldn’t be 
able to understand the topic 
but found that to be untrue.
“He traded a life of hatred 
for a life of love, and that’s 
something only Christ can 
work in one’s life. It’s amazing 
to see how God’s sovereign 
and gracious hand was at work 
in his life: in his escaping from 
Bryan Visser
Staff Writer
Ex-Muslim political leader 
speaks about conversion
Japan quake hits close to home
Kelly Zatlin
Editor
Books were falling from the 
shelf, the china was rattling, 
and the television was mak-
ing its way toward the floor. 
Earthquakes are nothing new 
to Hiro Yamada, but he had a 
bad feeling about this one.
Yamada was in the midst 
of the massive 9.0 magnitude 
quake that caused a devastat-
ing tsunami to wipe out much 
of Northern Japan on Friday, 
March 11, 2011.
Hiro Yamada, a 2010 Dordt 
graduate, returned to his home 
in Saitama, Japan, back in De-
cember after being in America 
for roughly seven years. 
Although Japan has earth-
quakes all the time, Yamada 
never expected a quake to 
amount to so much devasta-
tion and loss.
After almost a minute of 
feeling the earth shake beneath 
him, Yamada flipped on the 
TV to see what the news was 
saying about the quake. 
“I couldn’t believe my eyes 
when the media estimated it as 
M8.9 (soon it was changed to 
M9.0),” said Yamada. “That 
was the fourth biggest earth-
quake ever.”
Yamada lives about eight 
hours from northern Japan, the 
area where the tsunami did the 
most damage. He watched the 
news as the water engulfed the 
coast. 
“I was standing in front of 
the TV and watched the tsu-
nami flood the North,” said 
Yamada. “All I could say was 
‘Oh bleep’ (I’m not trying to 
be funny, I know it sounds 
funny but for real).”
Though the news has re-
ported mostly on the tsunami’s 
devastating effects, Yamada 
said that the quake itself also 
caused a lot of damage.
“Everything [in the North] 
is a bit behind places like To-
kyo and Osaka (another big 
city in Tokyo),” said Yamada. 
“The buildings were appar-
ently too fragile and not strong 
enough to resist the earth-
quakes. Houses collapsed, 
roads became blocked, and 
cars were flipped.”
As the death toll rises to al-
most 11,000 with over 17,000 
still missing, Japan is staying 
hopeful. Their pride and deter-
mination as a country is keep-
ing them strong.
 “Will we be able to rebuild 
the country after the earth-
quake?” asked Yamada. “Of 
course, we will. No doubt 
about it. It might take some 
time, but we will be back 
stronger than ever. Japan may 
be in a big mess right now, but 
we have learned that we’ve 
still got each other, and how 
beautiful it is to be selfless to 
help those who are in need.”
Yamada says that Japan is 
receiving more than enough 
help from multiple countries 
around the world. 
“What we need right now 
is time— the time to rebuild, 
the time to move on from the 
nightmare,” said Yamada, “the 
time to find peace with the 
losses.” 
prison and being forced to flee 
to Turkey,” Berkompas said.
His first time going to a 
church had been for little 
reason other than trying to 
get back some of the money 
a businessman had allegedly 
cheated him out of.
“It was scary because 
a Muslim doesn’t go to a 
church; [doing] that could be 
an excuse for the government 
in Iran to give hardship to my 
family,” Shayesteh said.
Near the end of his lecture 
Shayesteh showed a photo 
of his family with smiles on 
their who have since accepted 
Jesus. 
“God put a smile on their 
faces,” Shayesteh said
“It was really encouraging 
to hear his personal 
testimony and incredible 
life transformation by the 
power of Christ,” Berkompas 
said.
Photo by Bryan Visser
Photo by Jordan Edens 
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Former Dordt student in the midst of  M 9.0 
earthquake 
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Dordt students “put love into action” across the nation....and Canada
Kristin Janssen 
Staff Writer
About 140 Dordt students 
spent their Spring Break in ser-
vice by traveling with one of 15 
different teams to cross-cultur-
al communities in the United 
States and Canada.  
The trips were organized 
through Dordt’s student-led 
P.L.I.A. (Putting Love Into Ac-
tion) program.  Service loca-
tions ranged from as far away 
as Las Vegas, Nevada, to the 
short, 10-hour drive to Denver, 
Colorado.  
Each team worked along-
side a different organization or 
church at their service location. 
Most teams were also hosted 
by Christian Reformed church-
es in the area.
Hannah Clark, one of 
three student chair leaders of 
P.L.I.A., did not participate in 
P.L.I.A. this yea,  but did much 
of the behind-the-scenes work 
and has gone on P.L.I.A. twice 
before.  She shared that P.L.I.A. 
impacted her in a big way by 
opening her eyes to seeing the 
need for the Gospel within our 
own country. 
“P.L.I.A. teaches students 
that you don’t need to go to a 
third world country in order to 
share Christ’s love with oth-
ers,” said Clark.
She also remarked that 
spending Spring Break in ser-
vice has the ability to affirm or 
not affirm the gifts and talents 
students are feeling called to 
use for furthering God’s king-
dom.  
“I led a team to Mendenhall 
last year and reaffirmed by pas-
sion and love for learning about 
and being involved with agri-
culture,” said Clark. 
David Puruolte, a sopho-
more youth ministry major, 
shared of his service as a leader 
for the Bozeman, Montana, 
team.  “There’s no best part,” 
he said regarding the entire trip. 
“Every day was good, every 
day was great!”  
Puruolte especially enjoyed 
spending time in Montana be-
cause the mountainous land-
scape reminded him of home. 
Home for Puruolte is at the bot-
tom of the Himalayan Region 
in India, but he has lived in the 
United States for the past four 
years.  
Another international stu-
dent, Wendy Gomez, is a junior 
elementary education major 
from Managua, Nicaragua, and 
led a team to New Orleans this 
year.  She also felt a connection 
to home. 
“There was [recently] a big 
hurricane in Nicaragua, so go-
ing to New Orleans and seeing 
that people have gone through 
that and that there are minis-
tries reaching out was super en-
couraging to see,” said Gomez.
The New Orleans team 
did some construction work, 
shingling a roof and putting 
drywall up, but they also did 
lots of prayer walks.  During 
these walks, the team members 
would spend time talking to 
people and hearing their sto-
ries.  
“We ‘put love into action’ 
by simply loving people, “said 
Gomez.  “It was more than just 
going and building a house.  It 
was about loving the people 
that God created in His image. 
It was just listening and loving 
them with Christ’s love.”
Sending a team to Las Ve-
gas, Nevada, was new for 
P.L.I.A.  Steve Olson, a mem-
ber of the Vegas team, chose to 
go on P.L.I.A. because he has 
enjoyed prior service trips.  
In Las Vegas, his team 
worked with battered women 
and children, a homeless shel-
ter rescue mission, an after-
school program, Three Square 
Food Bank, and Catholic Char-
ities—a warehouse thrift store. 
Regarding the entire trip, he 
said, “it was interesting to real-
ize that those that were broken 
were actually the most joyful.” 
This joy-filled theme resonated 
through the stories and experi-
ences of many other P.L.I.A. 
participants.
Annie Choi is another inter-
national student and P.L.I.A. 
participant.  Her story is dif-
ferent, however.  She is an 
English education exchange 
student from Korea, so Annie 
chose to go on P.L.I.A. because 
she wanted her “first and last 
American Spring Break to mat-
ter.”  
Annie understands the 
meaning of having a servant 
heart.  On her team’s service 
trip to Grand Junction, Colo-
rado, the group spent almost 
all of their time with the large 
homeless population in the 
area.  
They served at a soup 
kitchen, homeless shelter, and 
dragged three tons of trash out 
of homeless camps along a 
river.  Love was “put into ac-
tion” by building relationships 
with both the volunteers and 
homeless residents of Grand 
Junction.  
In summary, Annie reflected 
back on the entire service trip: 
“I learned how to be thankful 
for what I have.  I am blessed to 
have a home and a loving fam-
ily.  However, I also learned 
about true gratitude and real 
love in action.”
Students experiencing 
P.L.I.A at other locations 
around the United States and 
Canada echo similar lessons 
learned.  The teams were able 
to build relationships and con-
nections with the people they 
served and other Dordt stu-
dents.  Every team was also ex-
posed to the real needs of pov-
erty within our own country.
As a result of P.L.I.A. ser-
vice trips, students now better 
understand patience, team-
work, and most importantly, 
how to put Christ’s selfless love 
into action.
P.L.I.A. group in Grand Junction, CO. Photo by Kristin Janssen 
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Dordt student forced to flee Egypt while on 
Middle East Studies Program 
He ascends the Subway 
staircase crowded with 
people, all trying to get 
a peek. All he could see 
of Tahrir Square were the 
hoards of Egyptian police 
accompanied by the smell 
of tear gas. On January 25, 
2011, Dordt student Adrian 
Hielema was in the midst of 
not only a riot, but of history. 
Two months have passed 
since the protests in Egypt 
began, and Hielema, who 
is on the Middle East Study 
Program, originally stationed 
in Cairo, will not be returning 
to Egypt because of the 
instability, despite the fact 
that he would like to be there. 
“It’s an awesome and 
beautiful country, and the 
people there are some of 
the nicest you’ll ever meet,” 
Hielema said. “I would kind 
of like to do a sort of a before/
after thing, just get closure – 
we left rather unexpectedly.”
The protests in Egypt 
have been talked about all 
across the world and have 
even set off rebellion in other 
countries. 
Hielema and his fellow 
MESP students just happened 
to be in the midst of it all. 
Though he would love to 
have stayed longer in Egypt, 
where all the action was, he 
is glad he was able to see and 
experience what he did. 
“I mean we all knew 
even then that what we were 
watching would end up in 
history books on the Middle 
East for decades to come, and 
me being a history major, that 
was a pretty sweet feeling,” 
Hielema said. 
After the initial protests 
began, the group spent the 
next several days in Luxor, as 
previously planned. Though 
they were away from the 
center of the riots in Cairo, 
the protests seemed to follow 
as a thousand people came 
and gathered along the main 
road in Luxor on Friday, 
January 28. 
“The police launched tear 
gas over the Nile and into the 
crowds, but they continued 
undeterred,” said Hielema. 
“A wall of riot police 
formed, several protesters 
started throwing rocks, but 
the majority of the protesters 
simply walked around the 
line and the police didn’t 
follow them.”
When the MESP students 
made their way back to Cairo 
on Saturday, they were told 
by their Egyptian security 
guards that they had to spend 
the night in the train station. 
As they were sitting by the 
tracks playing games like 
“Mafia,” they heard loud 
cracks and were told to retreat 
immediately to a small room 
in the train station.
“About 30 of us and a few 
Egyptians were all cramped 
into a tiny room, trying to find 
places to sleep in chairs and 
on the floor,” said Hielema. 
The students were allowed 
to leave the station and return 
to Agouza the next morning. 
They loaded into taxis three 
at a time and rode through the 
abandoned streets of Cairo. 
“The taxi ride was surreal, 
the usually crammed Cairo 
streets were incredibly quiet 
(it was still curfew at the 
time),” Hielema said. “There 
were tanks in intersections 
and Egyptian soldiers on the 
streets.” 
Once the students returned 
to Agouza, they were told 
to pack their things as they 
would be leaving Cairo to go 
on a month-long trip that was 
supposed to be planned for 
later in the semester. 
Since then, they stayed 
in Istanbul for a week, were 
flown to Tel Aviv, and stayed 
at the Tantur Ecumenical 
Institute, which lies between 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 
Despite the fact that there 
might be more excitement 
taking place in Egypt, the 
students get to see and 
experience much of the 
Middle East. They have been 
to the Hagia Sophia, the Blue 
Mosque, Petra, Jordan, Old 
Bethlehem and Jerusalem, 
and the Dead Sea. 
They recognize that the 
decision of the MESP leaders 
to leave early was wise.
“The situation is still too 
unstable and they don’t want 
to take any unnecessary 
risks,” Hielema said. 
Linda Van Wyk, Director 
of Study-abroad programs 
at Dordt, is pleased with the 
decision for the MESP to not 
return. 
“Though Adrian’s group 
may be disappointed at their 
abrupt departure from Cairo 
and the fact that MESP will 
not be returning from Egypt, 
the safety of the student is 
always the priority in off-
campus study,” Van Wyk said. 
“Because of the Middle East 
Studies Program’s history and 
their strong connectedness to 
the community in Cairo, they 
do have a good read on the 
risks of returning to Egypt 
prematurely.”
Hielema understands the 
risks involved with returning 
to Egypt, but that doesn’t 
mean he still wouldn’t want 
to go back. 
“If they told us tonight 
that we needed to pack up 
because we’re going back to 
Cairo, I can almost guarantee 
the class would erupt in 
cheers,” Hielema said. 
Van Wyk, as well as the 
leaders of the MESP, is aware 
of the student’s desires, but 
they still believe the students 
are fortunate to travel to the 
various countries across the 
Middle East.
“Fortunately for Adrian 
and his comrades, the group 
was able to continue their 
studies in Turkey, Israel, 
and Jordan, and will be able 
to complete their semester of 
study,” Van Wyk said. “And, 
returning to Egypt or not, 
Adrian must have learned a 
lot about the Middle East this 
semester.”
As Hielema reflects on his 
experiences in the Middle 
East up to this point, his 
favorite memory is that of 
standing in Tahrir Square on 
January 25, a day that will be 
remembered forever. 
“It’s a cliché I’ve heard 
way too often this semester, 
but I got to see history being 
made, and that doesn’t 
happen every day,” Hielema 
said. “The cornfields of Iowa 
just felt so far away during 
all of it, but I never wanted to 
be anywhere else. To arrive 
just as the people of Egypt 
were claiming their greatest 
victory in the history of their 
country was pretty lucky. I 
couldn’t shake the feeling I 
was just an American tourist, 
but the Egyptians were so 
welcoming I sort of forgot 
about it.” 
Hielema in front of the pyramids in Luxor, Egypt 
Above : A group of pro-
testors gathered outside 
Hielema’s hotel in Luxor. 
Below: Hielema’s group 
cramped in a small train 














Living within a college 
community has its fair share 
of advantages and disadvan-
tages. On the plus side, col-
lege students always have 
people to talk to and always 
things to do. 
Beyond a social life, cam-
pus residents are constantly 
privy to classes, professors, 
student activities, and a host 
of other opportunities. 
Despite the obvious ben-
efits of campus life, one ma-
jor disadvantage arises: to 
live on a college campus is 
to live in a secluded world. 
We’re so swamped with pa-
pers, tests, sports, meetings, 
and social lives that our big-
gest worry at the end of the 
day is how to manage the 
next.
As easy as it is to be 
blinded by all of the things 
going on in our own little 
Dordt community, some-
times I think that we forget 
that we are part of a much 
bigger community.
Being part of a college 
community comes with its 
own set of responsibilities, 
but being part of a Christian 
college community ups the 
ante tremendously. Chris-
tians are part of a communi-
ty that spans the universe –a 
community that shouldn’t 
be ignored.
In the past few weeks 
alone, hundreds of people 
have lost their lives in Lib-
ya and tens of thousands 
have fallen victim to natu-
ral disaster in Japan. But 
what does all of this mean 
for those of us that live in 
the protected community of 
Dordt College?
We’re broke, we’re busy, 
and we’re arguably un-
aware, but all of that doesn’t 
give us an to forget our 
brothers and sisters around 
the world. We’re so blessed 
to live in a safe community; 





Throughout this current ac-
ademic year, most of my arti-
cles have focused on relatively 
minor and local topics: the 
disappearance of the Humble 
Bean, the lack of rock bands 
and pranks on campus, and al-
coholic smoothies.
But with the international 
news that’s been infiltrating 
my Google Reader as of late, 
it now seems a waste of words 
to chit-chat about campus life.
Not long ago, a man in Tu-
nisia set himself on fire (liter-
ally) and seemed to spark a 
chain reaction of middle-east-
ern revolutions. After Tunisia 
came Egypt. Our very own 
Adrian Hielema smelled the 
tear gas. 
The latest news, of course, 
is Libya. 
Yet while these Middle-
Eastern countries testify to the 
strength of the human spirit, 
the problem of evil over in 
Japan wrecks our optimism 
once more. Nearly 9,000 dead 
and 319,000 displaced. This 
doesn’t factor in the years of 
suffering that will come with 
radioactive spinach and milk. 
The sci-fi woes of the nuclear 
age. 
At one end of the spectrum, 
the Middle-East testifies to 
the revolutionary change that 
single individuals can make. 
The tsunami in Japan, howev-
er, reads more like the story of 
Job. “Who shut up the sea be-
hind doors when it burst forth 
from the womb?” God chal-
lengingly asks. We sure didn’t. 
How’s this for a glaring 
confession? When I first heard 
of the revolts in Tunisia, I had 
no idea such a country even 
existed.
I doubt I’m alone in such 
ignorance. But having a paltry 
knowledge of current geogra-
phy is forgivable.
Sadly, though, I doubt that 
a good portion of our student 
body shared my eagerness to 
google “Tunisia” and find out 
why in the world a man set 
himself on fire there.
I understand ignorance and 
apathy towards politics and 
current events. Many of us 
have feelings towards world 
events that mirror the Japa-
nese tsunami. “The problem 
is so big. I am utterly power-
less.” Thus comes apathy and 
ignorance.
But battling the “don’t 
know, don’t care” is, in and of 
itself, doing something. 
Awareness of current glob-
al affairs is a gargantuan first 
step. Granted, awareness will 
often bring the feeling of pow-
erlessness. When I read of an 
incomprehensible death toll 
in Japan that rises daily, I feel 
rather useless towards a rav-
aged country on the other side 
of the globe, you bet. 
Yet empathy may be the 
most useful thing of all.
Know the groans of creation 
and partake in its sufferings.
During an interview on the 
Colbert Report, Jody Wil-
liams and Stephen Colbert 
debated women’s rights and 
equality before getting into a 
classic battle of the sexes ar-
gument.
Williams, who won the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1997, 
co-founded the Nobel Wom-
en’s Initiative and was talk-
ing about its goal to promote 
peace with justice and equal-
ity when Colbert said, “Don’t 
women have equality now? 
We went through the ‘60s, 
went through the ‘70s. We 
had Ms. magazine. It’s done.”
Williams didn’t agree. She 
still sees women being kept 
down.
Colbert let her talk and he 
even said women should be 
equal before accusing her of 
thinking women are better 
than men.
Now I’m not sure why 
talking about equality leads 
to questioning if women think 
they’re better than men, but it 
does. I got into a similar dis-
cussion with my boyfriend’s 
best friend Jon.
He kept asking if we were 
equal, and then he’d ask, “Do 
you think you’re better than 
me?” Yes to first question, no 
to the second.
What started this lively de-
bate was him saying, “Femi-
nists are just as sexist as chau-
vinists.” And I didn’t agree.
He had mistaken femi-
nism for female chauvinism. 
They’re not the same.
Feminism is about empow-
ering women, not dominating 
men. But to achieve equal-
ity between the sexes, men’s 
power might be questioned or 
threatened in the process. Cue 
the chauvinists to come in.
Chauvinists try to suppress 
women. Keep them in their 
place – namely, the kitchen. 
But feminists aren’t trying to 
suppress men.
We’re not looking for 
“househusbands” to order 
around so that, after a long 
day at work, we can come 
home and say to them, “Now 
go make me a sandwich.”
We want partners, not 
doormats or dominators.
That’s why I kept trying to 
tell Jon that feminism is not 
about who is better. It’s about 
equality.
By the end of the night, 
he shook my hand and said, 
“Thanks for arguing with me. 
It was fun.”
Now that’s what I’m talk-
ing about.
Gender Equality 
There’s a rather large elephant 
in the room. I’ve been in Israel for 
almost two months, I can see the 
West Bank dividing wall from my 
bedroom, but until this day I have 
not bequeathed upon the readers 
of the Dordt Diamond my expert 
opinion on the Israel-Palestine 
conflict. So here in the space of 
one Diamond column, I am going 
to solve all the problems of the 
region.
We can unite the Israelis and 
Palestinians through the musi-
cal talents of Rebecca Black. Or 
maybe give them a common en-
emy. 
I jest, the conflict is way too 
complicated to be solved by any 
witty pop culture references. 
Heck, the conflict is too compli-
cated to be solved, period. It’s a 
sobering thought, that there might 
be problems in our world that will 
never have solutions. So instead 
of preaching on who’s right or 
who’s wrong, I thought I might 
say a little about two people I met 
on either side of an issue that’s as 
confusing as the sudden rise to 
fame of Rebecca Bl-wow, I’m re-
ally sinking this low, aren’t I?
Meet Basil Khoury. Basil is 
Palestinian, he is a sophomore 
at Bethlehem University; he ma-
jors in Computer Information 
Systems and hopes to Master in 
robotics. Basil knows several lan-
guages: English, Arabic, Hebrew, 
Spanish, New Testament Greek, 
as well as C++ and Java. He’s an 
aspiring rapper and dreams of be-
coming a “Palestinian Che Gue-
vara.” Ladies, he’s single too.
 On this particular day, 
Basil and I are walking by the 
Church of the Nativity, the site 
where, allegedly, Jesus was 
born. There’s a sign on the door: 
“Church of the Nativity: Enter as 
a tourist, exit as a pilgrim. Enter 
as a pilgrim, exit as a holier one.” 
We pass by the long lines of out-
of-place American tourists that 
reek of sunscreen and cultural il-
literacy. Basil is telling me about 
the everyday injustices that Pales-
tinians face; suddenly he pauses 
and points to a taxi. “See, I cannot 
get a ride in that cab.”
My mind immediately jumps 
to conclusions. Is the taxi driver 
is Jewish? Is he racist? Is this like 
apartheid? Basil clarifies: He’s got 
a FC Barcelona flag in the passen-
ger’s side window. “I hate Barce-
lona,” says Basil with a laugh, 
“(Lionel) Messi is a total tool.” So 
much for my assumptions.
To our right, amongst the miles 
of graffiti adorning the lower half 
of the dividing wall, there is a 
stenciled image of Jesus taking a 
sledgehammer to the concrete, ac-
companied by the words: “Once 
upon a time, a human rights advo-
cate lived in Palestine.” 
Basil continues undeterred, 
throwing out random pieces of 
wisdom as we walk past some of 
the most thought-provoking art-
work I’ve ever seen. “I don’t hate 
the Jews. I hate the Zionists. If it 
weren’t for the Zionists, Palestine 
would be great.” Basil sighs. “We 
will be great again. This is Pales-
tine, anything is possible.”
One week later, I’m in the 
home of an orthodox Jewish 
family celebrating Shabbat. The 
21 year old son named Aram is 
on weekend leave from his three 
year mandatory stint in the army, 
and has decided to tell me every-
thing I need to know about the 
Israeli military.
“It’s kind of like one big, non-
fun summer camp,” he says with 
a smile. “Basically we just run 
around a lot. It’s a lot like Kinder-
garten. There’s a lot of Kindergar-
ten in the army.” 
Aram is not what I expected 
in an Israeli soldier; he’s skinny, 
wears cookie monster slippers, 
and has a severe distaste for au-
thority. “Whenever my officers 
ask me to do something I always 
ask them three questions,” con-
tinues Aram, now on his second 
glass of wine, “1. Why? 2. Is that 
really necessary? and 3. Why 
can’t someone else do it?”
Our conversation is light-
hearted, but in a pattern I’ve 
become familiar with, things 
quickly turn to politics. “One 
state solution, two state solution, 
personally I prefer the messianic 
solution.” I ask him to clarify. 
“There ain’t going to be a solution 
until the Messiah comes.”
Aram’s view is surprisingly 
typical of both Israelis and Pal-
estinians. There is a general 
hopelessness on both sides when 
it comes to dealing with the 
conflict. Aram leaves me with 
a final thought as I head out his 
front-door, “We made it through 
Pharaoh, we can make it through 
this.”
I don’t know if Basil and Aram 
will ever meet. Given that one is 
in the Israeli Army and one deems 
himself a Palestinian freedom 
fighter, I’m guessing the meeting 
wouldn’t be too pleasant anyway. 
Which is really a shame; for two 
people on the opposite sides of 
a wall, they might actually get 
along pretty well.
A Dordt Kid’s Adventures in Palestine 








Powerful dedication fuels 
the energy of this year’s soft-
ball team as the players return 
from Kansas and revamp for 
the rest of the season facing the 
GPAC.
 Coach Zomer and the girls 
show confidence as the major-
ity of the players are returning 
from last year, including their 
two starting senior pitchers: 
Amanda Nikkel and Amber 
Soodsma. 
“Out of all the pitchers I’ve 
faced, GPAC or otherwise, I 
would honestly rather hit off 
of anybody but Amanda and 
Amber,” senior Sarah Seymour 
1. Tell me a little about 
yourself. 
I’m a junior, studying Ex-
ercise Science; Pre- Physical 
Therapy, and I’m from Zee-
land, MI.
 
2. How long have you been 
playing softball?
 I’ve been playing since I 
was four or five.
 
3. What Major League 
team do you cheer for?
Detroit Tigers. I’ve got to go 
with the team from my home 
state.
 
4. Why should Dordt stu-
dents go out to watch more 
softball games?
This is Sioux Center — there 
isn’t much else to do.
 
5. Big League Chew or 
sunflower seeds?
Grape Big League Chew.....
is that even a question?
 
6. What’s you take on the 
Barry Bonds trial?
I’m going to be honest, I 
don’t keep up on this.
 
7. How do you balance 
sports and school?
Well, depending on the 
week, I will either work ahead, 
or cram my studying in late at 
night after our games. Sadly, it 
is usually the second one.
 
8. What are your plans for 
after graduation?
After graduation I hope to 
go to Grad school to get my 
Doctorate of Physical Thera-
py. Where I am going to grad 
school is still up in the air....I’m 
taking suggestions.
 
9. Now the big one—how 
good are your chances of 
making it to the MLB?
As a bat girl? I’d say my 
chances are 1 in 10.
Defender softball hits off the 
season in Kansas
Are you kidding me!? There’s yet another intramural sea-
son, which means yet another batch of your guys’ (more than 
slightly) inappropriate names! So if you’ve ever wondered 
what exactly a sexual innuendo is, read on - you’ll soon find 
out! 
10. The abusement park - Abuse is never funny . . . ex-
cept in intramurals
9. The SITUAIONal hitters - If the combined IQ of this 
team is anywhere close to the people in the Jersey Shore 
house, we’re all in trouble. 
8. Endangered feces - Give me a break, I’m a guy. I 
couldn’t resist a poop joke. 
7. Superman dat throw - Is there a dance to this one too? 
6. Scared hitless - I might have to bring two pairs of shorts 
when I play this team. 
5. Pitches and bros - I think that . . . maybe . . . this name 
is a play on words - not really sure though. 
4. Victorious secret - To answer your question, yes I do 
realize this is a repeat from last intramural season . . . no, I 
don’t care. 
3. Dain bramaged - Does everybody get it? It’s like they 
have brain damage, so the letters got switched around . . . o 
never mind!
2. Hat trick swayzes - Roadhouse, Dirty Dancing, and 
Ghost - come on, the guys a legend!
1. We will destroy you and burn your village - It’s not 
necessarily that I think this is the best name, it’s more that 
I’m scared what will happen if I don’t think that. 
Top 10 Intramural 
Team Names
said. 
“They are extremely tal-
ented and carry our defense 
well.” Seymour and Kassandra 
Heynen are the other two re-
turning seniors for this season. 
The Defenders are picked sev-
enth in the polling this year. 
The Defenders were 18-20 
last season and advanced to the 
Great Plains Athletic Confer-
ence eight-team, post-season 
tournament in 2010. 
Because of last year’s re-
turning players and the fresh 
new talent, the team should 
have no problem building on 
their strengths and targeting 
their weaknesses. One of their 
greatest strengths is in the bat-
ter’s box. 
“Our lineup has no weak 
link,” says Sarah. “Whether it 
be batter #1 or #9, it does not 
matter. Everyone is capable of 
getting on base.”
The team is pleased with 
their four wins in Kansas and 
enthused to get outside to prac-
tice on their defense. 
“The girls have worked so 
incredibly hard at getting their 
hitting to where it is right now. 
Our defense is only going to 
get better once we can get back 
outside and practice on our 
field,” Nikkel said.
One of the highlights from 
the trip to Kansas was their 
second game facing Concor-
dia, a strong competitive oppo-
nent just ahead of Dordt in the 
GPAC.
 “We won 11-7 after losing 
the first game quite severely; 
we scored runs throughout the 
whole game, and we were re-
ally excited to get our first con-
ference win,” Heynan said.
 A completely different 
team came out the second time 
around; that victory allowed 
the girls to build confidence as 
a team. 
 “We all have the same goal 
of making it back to the confer-
ence tournament,” Nikkel said.
The team has been there the 
past two years, and this year 
they are determined to go as a 
higher seed. 
Name: Megan Huizenga 
Hometown: Zeeland, MI
Sport: Softball
Photo by Kassandra Heynen
Photo by Kassandra Heynen 





Senior art show: The last hurrah! 
Up until April 1st, the Dordt 
Campus Center Art Gallery 
will be home to the senior art 
majors and their bodies of 
work.
Those participating in this 
show are Rachel DeJong, An-
drew Hornor, Andrea Kreykes, 
Addie Krosschell, Emily Wal-
ters, and Josh Wynia.  
Together, they bring their 
best collection of work from 
their academic careers as stu-
dents of Dordt College.  Those 
participating in the Senior 
Show are encouraged not to 
reshow works that they previ-
ously presented in their year’s 
Junior Show.
“There is a maturity be-
tween the Junior and Senior 
shows,” said David Versluis, 
the organizer of the gallery 
shows, “The work show that. 
The Senior show seems to have 
a more conceptual quality and 
idea behind the work.”
This show presents a num-
ber of different art forms, in-
cluding photography, graphic 
design portfolios, paintings, 
etchings, prints, pottery, graph-
ite drawings, and something a 
bit different:  a demo reel, cre-
ated by Andrea Kreykes.  
Kreykes doubles as a Digi-
tal Media Production Major, 
as well as Graphic Design, and 
created the reel for her Ad-
vanced Video Editing course.
"My reel which is playing in 
the show is all of my best video 
pieces set to music created by 
Talain Rayne,” said Kreykes. 
“ I consider Videography a 
heightened form of Photog-
raphy because you not only 
reveal the singular picture but 
you can show the depth of its 
surroundings."
Eleven stops in 11 days for 
the 2011 Concert Band and 
Chamber Orchestra Spring 
Tour which traveled to seven 
states and one province.  
The tour stopped in Iowa, 
Indiana, Ontario, New York, 
New Jersey, Michigan, and Il-
linois and had time to spend a 
day in Boston, Mass.  
“I don’t think the music en-
sembles have had a free day in 
Boston before,” said Director 
Brad Miedema.  
Many students enjoyed this 
day in Boston, including fresh-
man Janna Mulder who had a 
great first experience on tour.  
“I loved Boston; it was such 
a pretty city,” Mulder said.      
The music ensembles go on 
tour every year, but they rotate 
Over spring break, eight 
Dordt students were given 
the opportunity to travel to 
New York City for six days 
to do one thing: take pictures. 
And that is exactly what 
they did; from model shoots 
to street work, members of 
Dordt’s photography elite 
were given the opportunity to 
broaden their photographical 
horizons and expand on their 
picture taking skills.
The students experi-
enced so many great op-
portunities that they had 
a difficult time narrowing 
the trip down to just one 
memorable moment. Jor-
dan Edens, however, was 
kind enough to try.
Although she made 
it clear that there was a 
myriad of memorable mo-
ments, she stated that go-
ing across the Brooklyn 
Bridge to a park to view 
the skyline during one of 
their night shoots was a 
definite top memory.
“I’ve always liked sky-
lines,” said Edens. She 
was thrilled to experience 
what she called a “legit” 
skyline.
Aanna Stadem, another 
Dordt photographer, could 
not narrow her trip down 
to one memorable mo-
ment, but gave what she 
considered her highlights.
She loved the fact that 
the group was able to ex-
perience many different 
parts of New York City, 
from Canal Street, to Lit-
tle Russia, to China Town, 
and even Stanton Island. 
She also thoroughly en-
joyed how many different 
types of photography she 
was able to experience, in-
cluding photo journalism, 
street work, and even an 
extensive model shoot. 
However, the trip was 
not as simple as a group of 
college kids running amok 
through New York City 
with cameras for a week; 
the students actually did 
learn.
With so many people 
taking pictures of the same 
object, the students were 
forced to find new and dif-
ferent angles. The students 
were also critiqued on 
their shoots.
“We had a couple cri-
tiques with Renee Clement 
(a professional photogra-
pher) and Professor Burg 
and they told us different 
ways we can edit better” 
said Stadem. 
Eight cameras, New 
York City, and a group of 
students with a passion to 
capture what most of us 
do not see - sounds like a 
great spring break to me. 
which groups take long tours 
or short tours. The groups only 
visit the same geographical 
area once every three years.
“Though we don’t often 
visit the exact same schools or 
churches every time,” Miede-
ma said.    
The grand finale of the tour 
was held at Dordt College 
Friday, Mar. 25.  The Concert 
Band performed a few pieces 
they performed on tour, fol-
lowed by the Chamber Orches-
tra.  
The concert was followed 
by a reception in the Campus 
Center where small groups of 
musicians were able to perform 
as well.  
After performing in twelve 
different places and spending 
lots of time on a bus, the tour 
is now complete. The music 
never stops here at Dordt, but 
the tour must come to an end. 
Alex Updike
Staff Writer
Dordt photo students take a bite 
out of the Big Apple
Band and Orchestra 
tour: last stop, Dordt
Photo by Aanna Stadem 
Photo by Jordan Edens 
Tour group at Mechanics Hall in Worcester, MA after a 
performance. Photo by Mark Vogelzang
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Comic Mishaps by Meghan Aardsma
The movie “The Adjustment 
Bureau” follows the story of 
a young, impulsive senator 
candidate, named David, who 
falls in love with a woman he 
was not supposed to meet. 
After learning that both 
of their destinies have been 
changed by this action, and 
that a secret group is working 
to revert this mistake, David 






If you stop their plans, they will find you
whole time fighting for his free 
will.
For the most part, the movie 
was well made. The acting was 
believable, and the writing 
could be quite clever at times. 
As a rare example of an 
honest politician, the public 
likes David, even greeting him 
on the street. 
One interesting aspect is 
how some of the action scenes 
are designed; not focusing 
on over-the-top explosions, 
but rather on the subtlety of a 
phone call.
The titular Bureau has some 
interest. Though having the 
appearance of government 
agents, they are called angels 
at one point, and their boss, the 
chairman, is heavily implied to 
be God. 
However, the agency acts 
closer to secret police than 
angels, and many aspects seem 
to be left quite vague. 
Overall, it was still a fun 
film to watch.
Quotes from professors taken out of context. 
Interpret them as you wish…
Compiled by Luke Schut 
Bob DeSmith: It’s not horses; it’s church.
Jim Schaap: 
 -OMG, don’t be so male about this.
 -Am I losing my voice? Maybe I’m going through adolescence...
 -Is the Pope Catholic? Does a bear poop in the woods?!
 -Well, we’ve got dead babies in the first one...
Howard Schaap: I felt like this was some sort of Last Supper gone 
wrong.
Howard Schaap: I am every woman
Today’s lesson: Good Grades
Step 1: Try VERY hard for the first 2 weeks of class. First impressions 
mean everything, so trick the teacher into thinking you are smart.
Step 2: Find a brainy kid and sit by him. You want to appear smart 
by association.
Step 3: Now that you look smart, use Wikipedia to participate in class 
discussion.
Step 4: Skip your classes wisely. The best days to skip are the days 
after tests. Nothing new is taught the day after a test.
Step 5: Don’t use a cheat sheet! A professor will always catch you 
looking at a cheat sheet. Instead, record an MP3 of your notes, buy 
wireless ear bud headphones, grow your hair out, and listen to all the 
answers while hiding the headphones under hair.
Step 6: Multiple-choice answers are C remarkably 100% of the time.
Step 7: If steps 1-6 fail, then you’ll actually have to study.
Congratulations! You’re now a fake successful student!
